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GREATER MIAMI CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU




701 Brickell Avenue, Suite 2700

Miami, Florida 33131

305-539-3084, Fax 305/539-2911

Http://www.MiamiandBeaches.com
E-mail: media@MiamiandBeaches.com
Contact: Media Relations, 305/539-3084, 800/955-3646 (U.S. / Canada)

HOT HAPPENINGS IN MIAMI

JANUARY – MARCH 2006 

 
JANUARY 2006
FEDEX ORANGE BOWL 2006 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (Jan. 3) - Two of the top football teams in the country will compete for the Orange Bowl title. Game time is 8 p.m. (EST). Media contact: 305-341-4718. Pro Player Stadium, 2269 NW 199th St., Miami, FL 33056, 305-341-4700, www.orangebowl.org.   
ART MIAMI 2006 (Jan. 6 – 9) - Exposition of modern and contemporary art featuring more than 100 international galleries, predominately from Latin America and Spain. Painting, photography, sculpture, video and sound installations will be presented, as well as cutting-edge projects and sought-after works of art for sale. Media contact: Amelia Alonso, 305-573-0658. Miami Beach Convention Center, 866- 727- 7953, www.art-miami.com.
29TH ANNUAL REDLAND NATURAL ARTS FESTIVAL (Jan. 7- 8) - Enjoy a friendly weekend on the lawn among the trees of the Fruit and Spice Park, with arts and crafts, food, old-time music, puppets and juggling. Fruit & Spice Park, 24801 SW 187th Ave., Homestead, FL 33031, 305-247-5727. www.fruitandspicepark.org.
MIAMI IMPROV COMEDY FESTIVAL (Jan. 12-15) - This comedy festival will feature 12 improv workshops and 21 different improv and sketch comedy groups from across America, including Second City and The Groundlings. Miami Museum of Science & Space Transit Planetarium, 3280 S. Miami Ave., Miami, FL 33129, 305-668-4821, www.miamiimprovfestival.com.
29th ART DECO WEEKEND (Jan. 13 –15) - Step back in time and celebrate Art Deco style with live big bands and Art Deco artifacts and antiques. Features walking, bicycle and trolley tours, lectures, street theater and other unique events.  All along Ocean Drive 5-16 streets. Contact: Miami Design Preservation League, 305- 672- 2014, www.artdecoweekend.com, www.mdpl.org. 
BEAUX ARTS FESTIVAL (Jan. 14 -15) - Juried fine arts show that features art, crafts and a variety of media from more than 200 exhibitors. University of Miami Campus, 1301 Stanford Dr., Coral Gables, FL 33124, 305-284-3535, www.lowemuseum.org.   
SOUTH BEACH COMEDY FESTIVAL (Jan. 18 - 21) – A star-studded lineup of talented comedians, including Kathy Griffin, Mario Cantone, Latinologues, Dane Cook, David Spade, DL Hughley, Charlie Murphy and others. Jackie Gleason Theater, 1700 Washington Ave., Miami Beach, FL 33139, 305-358-5885. www.southbeachcomedyfestival.com.
THE ORIGINAL MIAMI BEACH ANTIQUE SHOW (Jan. 19 – 23) - More than 1,000 dealers provide shopping opportunities for antique lovers. Miami Beach Convention Center, 1901 Convention Center Dr., Miami Beach, FL 33139, 239-732-6642, www.dmgantiqueshows.com.  
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL: VAREKAI (Jan. 20 – Feb. 28) - Directed by Dominic Champagne, this Cirque du Soleil production pays tribute to the nomadic soul, to the spirit and art of the circus tradition. Bicentennial Park, 1075 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL  33132, 305-358-5885.  For tickets, visit www.ticketmaster.com.
MIAMI JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL (Jan 21 – 29) - Enjoy a wide range of films centering on Jewish life and Jewish themes. Presented by the Center for the Advancement of Jewish Education. Various locations throughout Miami and Miami Beach. Call 888-585-3456 or visit http://caje-miami.org/filmfestival/ for complete schedule.
D.S. CLARKE ANTIQUE SHOW AND SALE (Jan 26 – 30) - More than 750 booths offer a selection of antiques from national and international exhibitors. Coconut Grove Expo Center, 2700 S. Bayshore Dr., Miami, FL 33133, 561-988-9898, www.dsclarkeshows.com.     
57th ANNUAL HOMESTEAD CHAMPIONSHIP RODEO(Jan 27 – 29) - An exciting seven-event rodeo including: bull riding, saddle-bronc riding, bareback-bronc riding, calf roping, team roping, steer wrestling, and women's barrel racing. Doc Demilly Rodeo Arena, Harris Field, U.S. Highway 1 and SW 312th Street, 305-247-3515, www.homesteadrodeo.com.   
BLUE CROSS AND BLUE SHIELD OF FLORIDA HEALTH & FITNESS EXPO (Jan 27 – 28 ) - An official event of the ING Miami Marathon weekend. The expo is free and open to the public. Miami Convention Center at the Hyatt, 400 SE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33131, 305-278-8668, www.ingmiamimarathon.com.   
TROPICAL 5K RUN (Jan 28) - An official event of the ING Miami Marathon weekend. This 5K (3.1 miles) will run on the MacArthur Causeway. The event benefits the Community Partnership for Homeless. Race starts at 7:30 a.m. Call for more information. Miami Children’s Museum, 940 MacArthur Cswy., 
Miami, FL 33131, 305-278-8668, www.Tropical5K.com.   
OLD TIME DANCE (Jan 29) - Enjoy a night of traditional American music and dance featuring line dancing with instructors. Music by the Flying Turtles Band. 6-10 p.m. $8 admission. The Barnacle State Historic Site, 3485 Main Hwy., Miami, FL 33133, 305-442-6866. www.floridastateparks.org/thebarnacle. 

2006 ING MIAMI MARATHON (Jan 29) - A 26.2 mile marathon and 13.1 mile half-marathon in downtown Miami. The race starts at American Airlines Arena, winds its way through Miami Beach, downtown Miami, Coconut Grove and Brickell and finishes at Bayfront Park. AmericanAirlines Arena, 601 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL 33132, 305-278-8668, www.ingmiamimarathon.com.   
FEBRUARY 2006
HERE & NOW: 2006 (Feb 1–  28) - Features several of South Florida's most provocative performing artists and emerging filmmakers for an acclaimed annual performance and film series. Media Contact: 305-576-4350. The Light Box, 3000 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 100, Miami, FL 33137, Design District, 305-576-4350, www.miamilightproject.com. 

BOCCA TANGO (Feb 4) - Bocca Tango is a  passionate, energetic tango extravaganza featuring internationally renowned dancer Julio Bocca & Ballet Argentino at 9 p.m., Jackie Gleason Theater, 1700 Washington Ave., Miami Beach, FL 33139, 305-673-7311. www.concertfla.org.

DADE RADIO TROPICAL HAMBOREE SHOW (Feb 4 – 5) - Amateur radio and computer convention and trade show. Fair Expo Center, 10901 Coral Way, Miami, FL 33165, 305-642-4139, www.hamboree.org.   

ROSE SHOW AND SALE (Feb 4 – 5) - Roses on sale and juried show open to the public. Presented by the Tropical Rose Society. 9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, 10901 Old Cutler Rd.,
Coral Gables, FL 33156, 305-667-1651, www.fairchildgarden.org.   
BODY, MIND & SPIRIT EXPO (Feb 4 –  5) - Expo features a variety of holistic and new age products including: books, crystals, natural clothing, aromatherapy and oils, holistic healthcare, Feng Shui and design, Tai Chi and Yoga and much more. Guest speakers will lecture on various topics.  Coconut Grove Expo Center, 2700 S. Bayshore Dr., Miami, FL 33133, 541-482-3722, www.bmse.net. 
13TH ANNUAL MIAMI INTERNATIONAL MAP FAIR (Feb 4 – 5) - Antique map dealers and map experts from all over the world participate in this event for hobbyists, collectors and dealers of antique maps. Browse through a marketplace of prominent dealers showing and selling their maps or bring your own map for an expert opinion. Historical Museum of Southern Florida, 101 W. Flagler St.,  Miami, FL 33130, 305-375-1492.  www.historical-museum.org.  
THE GREAT ESSKATE 2006 (Feb 10 – 12) - Join hundreds of skaters from around the country for three days of in-line skating and fun. Proceeds benefit Families of Spinal Muscular Atrophy (FSMA). Visit the website for more information. Riande Continental, 1825 Collins Ave., Miami Beach, FL 33139, 305-865-7097, 
www.skatemiami.com.   

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK BEGINNING BIRD WALK (Feb 11) - Jeff Weber of the Tropical Audubon Society will lead this trip. Meet in the parking lot of the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades National Park at 7:30 a.m. There is an entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch. 305-667-7337. www.tropicalaudubon.org.

MIAMI BEACH FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS (Feb 11– 12) - Showcases the juried artwork of more than 100 artists from across the nation, including paintings, sculpture, glass, ceramics, jewelry, and photographs. Entertainment by local arts groups, international food court and children's activities. Media contact: 305-865-4147. Ocean Terrace, Collins Avenue at 73rd Street, 305-865-4147, www.gonorthbeach.com. 

RICKY MARTIN IN CONCERT (Feb 14) – Latin superstar Ricky Martin will perform a concert to heat up Valentine's Day.  James L. Knight Center, 400 SE 2 Ave., Miami, FL  33131, 305-358-5885, www.ticketmaster.com.
FLAMENCO FESTIVAL USA/NUEVO BALLET ESPANOL (Feb 14)) – The Nuevo Ballet Espanol features both traditional flamenco and contemporary innovations, performed by seven sexy young dancers. Jackie Gleason Theater, 1700 Washington Ave., Miami Beach, FL 33139, 877-433-3200, ext. 301, www.concertfla.org. 

VIZCAYA MOONLIGHT TOUR (Feb 15) - Take an evening tour of Vizcaya's breathtaking gardens along Biscayne Bay under the light of the full moon with the Vizcaya Volunteer Guides. Guided tours are 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. and meet at the café. $10 per person. Vizcaya Museum and Gardens, 3251 S. Miami Ave., Miami, FL 33129, 305-250-913.  www.vizcayamuseum.org
MIAMI INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW & STRICTLY SAIL (Feb 16 – 20) - One of the largest new boat shows in the world showcasing more than 2,000 exhibitors. The latest powerboats, sailboats, engines, electronics and accessories are exhibited at three different locations — all connected via a courtesy shuttle bus.

Media contact: 954-441-3231. Miami Beach Convention Center, 1901 Convention Center Dr., Miami Beach, FL 33139, 954-441-3220, www.miamiboatshow.com.

COCONUT GROVE ARTS FESTIVAL (Feb 18 – 20) - One of the largest and most prestigious fine arts festivals in the United States. Features more than 330 internationally renowned artists exhibiting in 12 categories. 

Along South Bayshore Drive in Downtown Coconut Grove, FL 33133, 305-447-0401, www.coconutgroveartsfest.com. 

SOUTH BEACH WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL (Feb 24 – 26) - Culinary festival featuring a bevy of world-class wine, spirits and food tasting, star-studded dinners, a beachside Moet & Chandon barbecue, a Champagne brunch, and world-class cuisine. Call for information. Media contact: 305-573-0666. Various locations throughout South Beach. 305-348-9463, www.sobewineandfoodfest.com. 
FORD CHAMPIONSHIP AT DORAL (Feb. 26 – Mar. 5) - Top golfers on the PGA Tour tackle the famed Blue Monster. Doral Golf Resort & Spa, 4400 NW 87th Ave., Miami, FL 33178, 305-477-4653, www.fordchampionship.com. 
MARCH 2006
DADE HERITAGE DAYS (Mar 1 – Apr 30) - A six-week celebration of Miami-Dade County's architectural and cultural heritage with several events, including open houses, historic tours, lectures and performances. Various locations throughout Miami-Dade County, 305-358-9572,  www.dadeheritagetrust.org.

WINTER PARTY WEEK (Mar 1– 6) - Features an extraordinary lineup of celebrity DJs in a week filled with parties and events culminating with a beach dance party. Proceeds benefit the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force and local Miami-Dade LGBT organizations. On the beach along Ocean Drive and 14th Street and other venues throughout Miami Beach, 323-857-8747, www.winterparty.com. 
MIAMI INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (Mar 3 – 12) - Showcases a panoply of acclaimed films from a variety of genres and countries, including a diverse selection of artistic offerings. Media contact: 305-348-5555. Various locations throughout Miami-Dade County. 305-237-3456, www.miamifilmfestival.com.   

61ST MIAMI INTERNATIONAL ORCHID SHOW (Mar 3 – 5) - The show will exhibit an array of more than 500,000 orchids featuring numerous landscaped exhibits, rare and exotic orchids for sale, lectures by international speakers, demonstrations and walking tours. Media contact: 305-255-3656, Coconut Grove Expo Center, 2700 S. Bayshore Dr., Coconut Grove, FL 33133, 305-255-3656, www.southfloridaorchidsociety.com.    
ARTEAMERICAS 2006 (Mar 3 – 6)  - Art exhibit featuring the finest in Latin American art from galleries in South America, the Caribbean and the US.  Coconut Grove Expo Center, 2700 S. Bayshore Drive, Miami, FL  33133, 305-929-9746. www.arteamericasmiami.com.

GREATER MIAMI MARDI GRAS 2006 (Mar 4) - An annual festival with spectacular parades featuring highly decorated floats, pageants, elaborate costumes, food, music (including salsa, samba, merengue, reggae, soca and hip-hop) and dancing in the streets. Noon to midnight.  Free.  Biscayne Boulevard between NE 1st and 5th streets, Miami, FL 33132, 305-758-3338, www.greatermiamimardigras.org.   
ASIAN CULTURE FESTIVAL (Mar 4 – 5) - A celebration of more than 15 Asian cultures featuring music, dance, arts and crafts, exhibits, demonstrations and food. Fruit and Spice Park, 24801 SW 187th Ave., Homestead, FL 33031, 305-247-5727, www.fruitandspicepark.org.

BALL OF THE WILD:  RHYTHM OF THE TROPICS (Mar 4)- The Zoological Society of Florida and Miami Metrozoo’s annual fundraiser to benefit Miami Metrozoo. 7:30 p.m. – Midnight. For tickets or information please call 305-255-5551 or visit the zoo’s website at www.miamimetrozoo.com.
TROPICAL BAROQUE MUSIC FESTIVAL OF CORAL GABLES (Mar 5 – 12) - This week-long festival presents outstanding local musicians and renowned artists from the United States and abroad. 

Various locations in Coral Gables, 305-669-1376, www.miamibachsociety.org.   

ACTORS' PLAYHOUSE: THE FULL MONTY (Mar 8 – Apr 9) - Broadway smash hit musical comedy that tells the story of two unemployed friends who stumble upon a Chippendales-like show and decide with the help of four other unlikely candidates that they too would like to give it a go. Call for tickets and information. Actors Playhouse at the Miracle Theatre, 280 Miracle Mile, Coral Gables, FL 33134, 305-444-9293, www.actorsplayhouse.org.   
ACURA MIAMI RACE WEEK 2006 (Mar 9– 12) - This event is a major international regatta racing sailboats 24 to 70 feet in length. The public will be able to see the race both in Key Biscayne and Miami Beach. There will be post-event activities at the Miami Beach Marina, 300 Alton Road, Miami Beach, FL 33139, 781-639-9545, www.premiere-racing.com.
FOREVER TANGO (Mar 11) - Enjoy the mystery and magic of tango through music, dance and dramatic vignettes in this acclaimed Broadway musical production. Jackie Gleason Theater, 1700 Washington Ave., Miami Beach, FL 33139, 305-673-7311, www.gleasontheater.com.
WINTER TOUR OF PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL GARDENS (Mar 18) - Annual event showcases a variety of urban gardens that are as colorful and eclectic as Miami Beach itself. The gamut of gardens includes rooftop terraces, seaside estate gardens, lushly landscaped terraces, backyard pocket-size gardens, and creations by renowned architects. Call for information. Miami Beach Botanical Garden, 2000 Convention Center Dr., Miami Beach, FL 33139, 305-673-7256, www.mbgarden.org.   

ARCHAEOLOGY FAIR (Mar 12) - Step back into the past and learn about Florida’s history. This annual fair co-sponsored by the South Florida Archeology Society offers tours, hands-on activities, lecture, exhibits and more. Bring a small picnic and enjoy the all-day event. Free with paid Park admission. 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Deering Estate at Cutler, 16701 SW 72nd Ave., Miami, FL 33157, 305-238-7909, www.deeringestate.com. 

CALLE OCHO FESTIVAL (Mar 12) - A celebration of Hispanic culture. Known as the world's largest street party, the festival spans twenty-three city blocks, filled with musical stages, youth sites, folkloric sites and food vendors. Between 4th Avenue and 27th Avenue on SW 8th Street, Miami, FL 33135, 305-644-8888, www.carnavalmiami.com. 
SONNY ROLLINS IN CONCERT (Mar 14) – Legendary tenor sax legend Sonny Rollins performs in concert.
Gusman Center for the Performing Arts, 174 E. Flagler St., Miami, FL 33131, 305-576-4350,
www.miamilightproject.com.
MIAMI WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL (Mar 16 – 18) - Ranked as one of the top ten wine events in the nation, the festival features an array of culinary and wine events including wine tasting and seminars, live and silent auctions offering exotic travel packages, and some of the highest quality wine lots in South Florida.  Media contact: 305-573-0658. InterContinental Miami, 100 Chopin Plaza, Miami, FL 33131, 786-596-9463, www.miamiwinefestival.org.
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY FAIR & EXPOSITION (Mar 16 – Apr 2) -  Ranked as one of the largest and most successful fairs in the nation this annual 18-day fair showcases South Florida agriculture and offers nearly 50,000 exhibits, concerts, a circus, strolling entertainment, food, games, shopping and a 100-ride midway. Fair Expo Center, located at 10901 Coral Way (SW 24th Street) and 112th Avenue in Southwest Miami.  305-223-7060, www.fairexpo.com.   
FASHION WEEK MIAMI (Mar 22 – 25) – This biannual fashion extravaganza showcases the work of renowned and new designers from Latin America, the Caribbean, Europe and Asia. Highlights include fashion tents, designer shows, model castings and special events. Fashion tent on the beach at 21st Street and Collins Avenue, Miami Beach, FL 33139, 954-476-5761, www.miamifashionweek.com.
NASDAQ-100 OPEN (Mar 22 – Apr 2) - Features the world's top-ranked professional tennis players. The event is an elite Tennis Masters Series event on the ATP circuit and top-tier event on the Sanex WTA Tour. Media contact: 305-446-2200. Tennis Center at Crandon Park, 7300 Crandon Blvd., Key Biscayne, FL 33149, 305-446-2200, www.nasdaq-100open.com.  To book your stay online at one of 13 Miami-area hotels partnering with the NASDAQ-100 Open, go to www.nasdaq-100open.com/Book-My-Hotel.
MIAMI BEACH DANCE FESTIVAL (Mar 23 – Apr 2) - Contemporary and traditional performances by South Florida's finest local dance companies, including Momentum Dance Company, Ballet Flamenco La Rosa, the Isadora Duncan Dance Ensemble, and the Dance Now Ensemble, as well as the National Dance Company of the Bahamas and the members of the Martha Graham Dance Company from New York. Byron-Carlyle Theatre, 500 71st St., Miami Beach, FL 33140, 305-858-7002, www.momentumdance.com.
WINTER MUSIC CONFERENCE (Mar 24 – Mar 28) - Premier international dance music conference, which attracts renowned international artists and DJs -- who will perform at top music venues throughout South Beach. Wyndham Miami Beach Resort, 4833 Collins Ave., Miami Beach, FL 33140, 954/563-4444, www.wmcon.com.   

TOYOTA INDY 300/GRAND PRIX OF MIAMI (Mar 24 – 26) – The Grand Prix of Miami Weekend features some of open racing's biggest stars at the Homestead-Miami Speedway.  The weekend culminates with the Toyota Indy 300 on Sunday, March 26.  For details or tickets, call 305-230-RACE or visit www.homesteadmiamispeedway.com
Other Major Festivals and Events in 2006
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Jul 18 – 23

Miami Spice Restaurant Month
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Ford Championship Weekend
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White Party Week

                                              Nov 22 – 27

Art Basel Miami Beach
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For more information, visit www.MiamiAndBeaches.com.  The Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau is a non-profit sales and marketing organization whose mission is to attract visitors to Greater Miami and the Beaches for leisure, business and conventions.  For a vacation guide, visit our Web site or call toll-free at 888-76-MIAMI (US/Canada only) or call 305-447-7777.  To contact the Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau offices, call 305-539-3000.

###

This is a sample of events in Greater Miami.  For a complete list of events, please visit our Web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.miamiandbeaches.com" ��www.miamiandbeaches.com� and click on Calendar of Events for an interactive calendar.  This calendar was compiled in December 2005.  All information is subject to change. 








