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FESTIVAL SEASON MAKES MIAMI COOL PLACE TO BE IN SUMMER 


(MIAMI) – With nearly non-stop festivals slated from April through September, Miami promises to be one of the coolest places on the planet to visit this summer.  Kaleidoscopic celebrations that reflect the city's diverse ethnicity, arts, culture, sports and history, the festivals showcase the rich traditions of the Caribbean, Latin America, Asia, Europe and more.  


When August rolls around, Miami Spice Restaurant Month adds even more appeal to the colorful festivals and hot hotel deals.  Many of the area's top restaurants offer special reduced rates on three-course lunch and dinner menus.  Come and celebrate Miami.  
HOT HAPPENINGS IN MIAMI

APRIL – SEPTEMBER 2006 


 
APRIL 2006

DADE HERITAGE DAYS (Mar. 1 – Apr. 30) - A six-week celebration of Miami-Dade County's architectural and cultural heritage with several events, including open houses, historic tours, lectures and performances. Various locations throughout Miami-Dade County, Tel: 305-358-9572, www.dadeheritagetrust.org.

MIAMI BEACH DANCE FESTIVAL (Mar. 23 – Apr. 2) - Contemporary and traditional performances by South Florida's finest local dance companies, including Momentum Dance Company, Ballet Flamenco La Rosa, the Isadora Duncan Dance Ensemble and the Dance Now Ensemble, as well as the National Dance Company of the Bahamas and the members of the Martha Graham Dance Company from New York.  Byron-Carlyle Theatre, 500 71st St., Miami Beach, FL 33140, Tel: 305-858-7002, www.momentumdance.com.

NEXT-GEN INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (Apr. 1) - Enjoy a series of free screenings of international feature length films and shorts that offer a window on the world through images and stories from around the globe. Films are presented under the guidelines of First Screens for 9 to 12 year olds; Free To Fly for 12 to 14 year olds; and Y Gen for 15 to 19 year olds. Film screenings will be complemented with in-theater discussions, study guides and school-based programs. Various locations throughout Miami Beach. Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 305-995-1917, www.nextgenfilmfestival.org.
YAMAHA CONTENDER MIAMI BILLFISH TOURNAMENT (Apr. 6-9) - Fishing tournament with daily dockside activities including live entertainment, auctions and more. Event is free and open to the public. Entry fee for competing anglers. Miami Beach Marina, 300 Alton Rd., Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 305-598-2525, www.miamibillfish.com.   
ART IN THE TROPICS (Apr. 8-9) - A visual and performing arts festival, showcasing arts and artists of South Florida, with live painting, crafts and origami demonstrations, a children's art activity area, live music, food, local crafts and fine artwork. Miracle Mile and Ponce De Leon Boulevard, Coral Gables, FL 33134, Tel: 305-448-2021. Media contact: 305-491-4180, www.artinthetropics.com.
 

MIAMI STORY (Apr. 7 – May 7) - World premiere by Carbonell winning playwright Michael McKeever offers up a play set in and about Miami, its beginnings, its development, its glories, its foibles and its melting pot. New Theatre, 4120 Laguna St., Coral Gables, FL 33146, Tel: 305-443-5909, www.new-theatre.org.   

MIAMI HERALD TRAVEL EXPO (Apr. 7-9) - Consumer show offers information about travel values, trends and destinations. Also features talks about adventure travel, cruises, wine and culinary trips. Show-goers can book discounted trips at the show. Miami Beach Convention Center, 1901 Convention Center Dr., Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 305-376-2112, www.herald.com.   

MERRICK FESTIVAL (Apr. 7-9) - A visual, performing and culinary arts festival celebration in honor of the City of Coral Gables and its visionary founder, George E. Merrick. George Merrick Park, 400 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL 33143, www.merrickfestival.net.
EGG DROP AND HUNT (Apr. 8) - Stop by the museum this Easter for a fun and challenging egg drop and egg hunt. Miami Museum of Science & Space Transit Planetarium,
3280 S. Miami Ave., Miami, FL 33129, Tel: 305-646-4200, www.miamisci.org.   

DEERING SEAFOOD FESTIVAL ON THE BAY (Apr. 9) - Great fun and delicious seafood at the Deering Estate Seafood Festival on the Bay, with ongoing musical performances, a Lil’ Shrimp kid's zone, rock wall, nature walks, treasure hunts and canoeing. Cost: Members free. Adults $15, Children ages 4-12 $5. Admission fee includes all activities excluding food, beverage and rock wall. Noon to 6 p.m.  Deering Estate at Cutler, 16701 SW 72nd Ave., Miami, FL 33157, Tel: 305-233-5858, www.deeringestate.com.
VIZCAYA MOONLIGHT TOUR (Apr. 14) - Take an evening tour of Vizcaya's breathtaking gardens along Biscayne Bay under the light of the full moon with the Vizcaya volunteer guides. Guided tours are 7:30 - 9:00 p.m., and meet at the café. $10 per person. Reservations not required. Vizcaya Museum and Gardens, 3251 S. Miami Ave.,
Miami, FL 33129, Tel: 305-250-9133, www.vizcayamuseum.org.
MIAMI BEACH ARENA POLO WORLD CUP 2006 (Apr. 14-16) - Polo is known to be the oldest team sport in the world. This match will be played on the beach. It offers the alluring combination of an exciting sporting event and an exclusive social event – both taking place in the heart of South Beach. Four teams from around the world will be competing against each other: a South American Team, a European Team, an Indian Team and an American Team. Admission tickets are free for the standing only area. The VIP tickets are $100. Tickets may be purchased online. On the beach between 20th and 22nd Streets, Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 305-538-3809, ext. 22, www.miamibeachpolo.com.
THE GREAT METROZOO EGG SAFARI (Apr. 15-16) - For children 12 and under, there will be continuous egg safaris at the Picnic and Special Events fields, face painting, crafts, a bounce house, rock climbing, the Easter Bunny and more. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Miami Metrozoo, 12400 SW 152nd St., Miami, FL 33177, Tel: 305-251-0400, www.miamimetrozoo.com.   

EASTER EGG HUNT (Apr. 14-16) - Enjoy the Miami Seaquarium's annual egg hunt and other fun activities including prizes and surprises. Miami Seaquarium, 4400 Rickenbacker Cswy. Key Biscayne, FL 33149, Tel: 305-361-5705, www.miamiseaquarium.com.
EASTER EGG HUNT AT CAULEY SQUARE (Apr. 16) - Bring your children to this beautiful historic site. Pony rides, face painting, art classes, fun for the whole family. Delicious food and great egg hunt. Cauley Square Historic Village, 22400 Old Dixie Hwy., Homestead, FL 33030, Tel: 305-258-3543, www.cauleysquareshops.com.
MIAMI GAY & LESBIAN FILM FESTIVAL (Apr. 21-30)- The festival aims to enrich, entertain and educate the public, encourage a sense of community through international and culturally diverse film, video and other media presentations in the greater Miami area that offer historical and contemporary perspectives on the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered experience. Various locations throughout Miami Beach, Tel: 305-534-9924, www.mglff.com. 
MATHESON HAMMOCK ECO-HISTORY WALK (Apr. 22) - Walk with the Historical Museum’s eco-historian Frank Schena through Matheson Hammock. Hear about its distant past as an Indian hunting ground and marvel at the diversity of flora and fauna there today. Learn how this land, once an estate, became Miami-Dade’s first county park and how the Civilian Conservation Corps designed, constructed and “tamed” the park to make it suitable for human use. Meet at the parking area just east of the traffic light, at 9610 Old Cutler Road. 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.  HMSF members $10, Non-members $15. Tel: 305-375-1621. www.historical-museum.org.
GREAT SUNRISE BALLOON RACE AND FESTIVAL (Apr. 22-23) - More than 40 hot air balloons rise up over the South Miami-Dade skies in a splendid display of color. Enjoy day-long entertainment including fly-bys, kid's games and activities, tours and balloon races. Come watch the balloon launches at 6:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. on Saturday and at 6:30 a.m. on Sunday. Admission to the Sunrise Balloon Race is complimentary. Parking at the event is also free. Visitors are encouraged to make a donation to benefit South Florida citizens with disabilities assisted by Sunrise Community, Inc. Kendall-Tamiami Executive Airport, 12800 SW 137 Ave., Miami, FL 33186, 305-273-3063, www.sunriseballoonrace.org.
BILLBOARD LATIN MUSIC AWARDS (Apr. 24-27) - The longest-running and most prestigious Latin Music Conference unites more than 1000 industry executives and culminates in a star-studded televised awards show with live performances by top Latin superstars. The event is open to the public. Ritz-Carlton South Beach, One Lincoln Road, Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 646-654-4660, Media contact: press@billboard.com, www.billboard.com.
WYNTON MARSALIS AND THE LINCOLN CENTER JAZZ ORCHESTRA (Apr. 25) - The Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra and Wynton Marsalis join Yacub Addy and his ensemble of Ghanaian percussionists as they celebrate the rich history and musical heritage of Congo Square, New Orleans. 8 p.m. Jackie Gleason Theater, 1700 Washington Ave., Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 877-433-3200, www.concertfla.org.
LITTLE HAITI EARTH DAY FESTIVAL 2006 (Apr. 29) - Operation Green Leaves invites you to celebrate Earth Day 2006. Enjoy live entertainment, music, arts and crafts, awards and enviro-friendly organizations and businesses sharing information with the community about their programs, services and projects. Noon to 6 p.m. Earth N’ Us Farm, 7630 N.E. 1st Ave., Morningside, FL, Tel: 305-644-9000, www.oglhaiti.com.
ITZHAK PERLMAN AND PINCHAS ZUKERMAN (Apr. 30) - A truly special evening with legendary violinists Itzhak Perlman and Pinchas Zukerman performing for the Concert Association of South Florida's 40th Anniversary Kickoff. 6 p.m. Jackie Gleason Theater, 1700 Washington Ave., Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 877-433-3200, www.concertfla.org.
AIDS WALK MIAMI 2006(Apr. 30) - Run, walk or rollerblade at this annual fundraiser benefiting Care Resource, South Florida's largest and oldest HIV-AIDS organization. The course is 3.1 miles (5K) starting and ending outside the Miami Beach Convention Center. Registration begins at 8 a.m. Miami Beach Convention Center, 1700 Convention Center Dr., Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 305-751-9255, www.aidswalkmiami.net.   

May 2006

MAMMA MIA! (May 2-7) - Broadway in Miami Beach presents Mamma Mia! Jackie Gleason Theater, 1700 Washington Ave., Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 800-939-8587, www.ticketmaster.com.   

BILTMORE INTERNATIONAL FOOD & WINE WEEKEND (May 5-7) - A showcase of gourmet food and wine, featuring more than 30 international wineries and food from top restaurants. Gourmet food stations, wine auction, VIP wine tasting event, gala dinner and show are all part of the three-day agenda of interactive wine and food events. 

The Biltmore Hotel, 1200 Anastasia Ave., Coral Gables, FL 33134, Tel: 305-273-6015, Media contact: 305-445-8066, ext. 2341, www.biltmorewineweekend.com.   

MIAMI PROJECT HIP HOP (May 5 – 14) - An annual celebration of music, dance, theater, spoken word and film focusing on the influence of Caribbean cultures on the evolution of Hip Hop in the U.S. Enjoy visiting artists, lectures, workshops, demonstrations and performances. Various locations throughout Miami, Tel: 305-576-4350, www.miamilightproject.com.   

NATIONAL ASTRONOMY DAY (May 6) - Join the Miami Museum of Science & Planetarium along with the Southern Cross Astronomical Society for a fun-filled day and night of astronomy-themed lectures, workshops, astronomical observing, and planetarium shows. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Miami Museum of Science & Space Transit Planetarium, 3280 S. Miami Ave., Miami, FL 33129, Tel: 305-646-4200, www.miamisci.org.   

MIAMI BEACH FASHION WEEK (May 6-10) - A biannual fashion extravaganza which showcases the work of renowned and new designers from Latin America, the Caribbean, Europe and Asia. Highlights include fashion tents, designer shows, model castings and special events. Fashion tent on the beach at 21st Street and Collins Avenue, Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 954-476-5761, www.miamifashionweek.com.
SOUTH BEACH ART DECO TWILIGHT WALK (May 11) - Witness the beauty and excitement of South Beach’s Ocean Drive at night, as the Historical Museum’s Dr. Paul George acquaints you with the neon-lit art deco hotels and abundant nightlife. Travel back in time to the 1930s and ’40s when sudden economic prosperity swept over South Beach. See art deco buildings inspired by the streamlined age with stucco surfaces and clean lines. Relax in the lobby of the Essex Hotel and see the Wolfsonian’s frozen fountain. Meet on the beach side of 1300 Ocean Drive.  6 p.m. to 8 p.m.  HMSF members $15, Non-members $20. For information, call 305-375-1621. 

AQUA GIRL (May 11-14) - Enjoy women's events in the sun and surf of South Beach with some of the hottest DJs and national recording artists from around the world. Various venues throughout Miami Beach, Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 305-572-1841, www.aquagirl.org.
CITYSTYLE (May 12 -13) - Fashion show featuring chic international hip-hop designers, daily fashion events, celebrity DJs and nightly afterglow parties with live entertainment. Media Contact: (954) 476-5761. Fashion tent on the beach at 21st Street and Collins Avenue, Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel:  954-476-5761, www.citystyleusa.com.   

CUBA NOSTALGIA (May 19-21) - Annual expo and festival of Cuban culture, memorabilia and collectibles. Features a fine art show, exhibits, books, food and music. Fair Expo Center, 10901 SW 24th St., Miami, FL 33133, Tel: 305-856-7595, www.cubanostalgia.org.   

REDLAND INTERNATIONAL ORCHID FESTIVAL (May 19-21) - One of America's largest annual orchid events with more than 50 world-class professional growers. Features orchid show, lectures by orchid experts from around the world, food, crafts and supplies. Fruit and Spice Park, 24801 SW 187th Ave., Miami, FL 33031, Tel: 305-247-5727, www.fruitandspicepark.org.
FROM THE HORSE'S MOUTH (May 20) - This nationally recognized dance project started in 1988 in New York City and celebrates the "heart and history of dance." Thirty outstanding South Florida dancers and choreographers of all ages and traditions will perform together in choreographed 90-second "dance bites" – telling their extraordinary personal stories. 8:30 p.m.  Byron Carlyle Theater, 500 71st St., Miami Beach, FL 33140, Tel: 305-545-8546, www.tigertail.org.
June 2006

XXI INTERNATIONAL HISPANIC THEATRE FESTIVAL (Jun. 1-25) - International theater festival presenting award-winning productions from Europe, Latin America, the Caribbean and the United States, including world and U.S. premieres. Productions in English, Spanish and other languages. Various locations throughout Miami-Dade County. Tel: 305-445-8877, www.teatroavante.com.
SUMMER SHORTS FESTIVAL 2006 (Jun. 1 – Jul. 2) - An acclaimed annual theatre festival featuring the world and/or Florida premieres of short (5-15 minute) comedies, dramas and musicals by well-known and emerging playwrights. University of Miami, Jerry Herman Ring Theatre, 1312 Miller Dr., Coral Gables, FL 33134, Tel: 305-755-9401, www.citytheatre.com
 SOUTH FLORIDA BOAT SHOW (Jun. 2-5) - Features an array of power boats to fit every style and budget. The latest in personal watercraft will be available from famous makers, while a host of companies will offer nautical accessories. Miami Beach Convention Center, 1901 Convention Center Dr., Miami Beach, FL 33139, 800-321-6164, Media contact: 954-946-6164, www.southfloridaboatshow.com.
MIAMI-BAHAMAS GOOMBAY FESTIVAL 2006 (Jun. 3-4) – One of the largest Black heritage festivals in the United States. Enjoy colorful costumed junkanoo groups dancing to Caribbean rhythms, with rake 'n scrape instruments. Features entertainment on three stages and more than 300 vendors selling a variety of arts, crafts and food. Along South Bayshore Drive and McFarlane Road, Coconut Grove, FL 33133, Tel: 800-891-7811, www.goombayfestival.org.
A TASTE OF ANDALUCIA FOOD FESTIVAL (Jun. 6-11) - InterContinental Miami, in partnership with Diego's Restaurant in Coral Gables, will showcase the food of Andalucia, Spain from six of the region’s top chefs, including TV celebrity chef Manolo Rincon; Jose Dominguez Oneto, chef and food critic from Cadiz; Francisco Afan Del Rio of ‘Casa Pepe’ restaurant; Cordoba, Juan Martinez Lao, Antonio Jesus Caballero Sanchez and Francisco Javier Cobos Martin. Along with gourmet Andalucian offerings, the event will reveal unique Spanish wines as well as ‘La Tropa’ grupo flamenco, being flown in from Spain specifically for the event. Spanish artist, Pepe Criado will exhibit his paintings at InterContinental Miami’s Indigo restaurant. The week-long festival will use a different themed Andalucian city for each day’s lunch and dinner events. Reservations can be made by telephoning: (305) 577-1000, ext. 65 and are strongly recommended.  Hotel InterContinental Miami, 100 Chopin Plaza, Miami, FL 33131, Tel: 305/577-1000, ext. 65.
BRAZILIAN FILM FESTIVAL (Jun. 9-17) – Showcases more than 30 acclaimed Brazilian films and presents international guests including directors, producers, actors and film distributors. Enjoy cinema on the beach on opening night. Various venues throughout Miami Beach, Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 877-273-4563, www.brazilianfilmfestival.com.
TROPICAL AG FEST (Jun. 10-11) - Exhibition of local agriculture featuring tropical fruit plants for sale. Sample fresh lychee and mango and enjoy a tour of the Park. Co-sponsored by the Fruit and Spice Park and Tropical Fruit Growers. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Fruit & Spice Park, 24801 S.W. 187th Ave., Miami, FL 33031, Tel: 305-247-5727, www.fruitandspicepark.org.
MIAMI GAY MEN'S CHORUS (Jun. 15-17) - Featuring a new show, "Miami: A Musical Mosaic." Colony Theater, 1040 Lincoln Rd., Miami Beach, FL 33139, www.miamigaychorus.org. 
FATHER'S DAY MIAMI RIVER BOAT TOUR (Jun. 17) - Bring Dad on this relaxing ride with the Historical Museum's Dr. Paul George along the same banks where ancient Tequesta Indians settled. See the famous Miami Circle archaeological site near the mouth of the Miami River. Witness the colorful tugboats, Haitian freighters, houseboats and drawbridges that bring life to the river's commerce. Discover the lesser-known Miami River communities, parks, restaurants, freshwater springs and the site of the rapids, and possibly see manatees along the way, while hearing about Miami's early history. HMSF members $34, Non-members $39. Advance reservations and payment required. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Historical Museum of Southern Florida, 101 W. Flagler St., Miami, FL 33130, Tel: 305-375-1492, www.historical-museum.org.
FLORIDA DANCE FESTIVAL (Jun. 21 – Jul. 1) - Features local, national and international guest artists and dance companies. Educational programs include classes and workshops in ballet, modern, jazz, tap and other dance forms. Call for dance venue locations. Various locations throughout Miami-Dade County. Tel: 305-674-6575, www.floridadanceassociation.org.
MIAMI BEACH: AMERICA'S TROPICAL RESORT (Jun. 23 Opening) - Discover the intriguing and, at times, glamorous story of Miami Beach, from its inception on a mangrove-covered sandbar in 1910 to its transformation into a world-famous resort city catering to over four million international tourists a year. Learn how changing trends in the nature of leisure, recreation and tourism influenced this city’s development. Transport yourself to Miami Beach as you enter a replica of an Art Deco hotel lobby, sign-in at the reception desk and sit on period furniture. See panoramic photographs, hotel brochures, postcards, restaurant menus, souvenirs and bathing suits representing different eras. Historical Museum of Southern Florida, 101 W. Flagler St., Miami, FL 33130, Tel: 305-375-1492, www.historical-museum.org.
LIZARD DAY (Jun. 25) - Lizard lovers can bring their iguana, monitor or other lizard for expert advice. Other fun includes the Lizard Showcase -- a competition with prizes in various categories. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Miami Museum of Science & Space Transit Planetarium, 3280 S. Miami Ave., Miami, FL 33129, Tel: 305-646-4200, www.miamisci.org. 

July 2006

REWIND-FAST FORWARD FILM & VIDEO FESTIVAL (Jul. 1) - The Florida Moving Image Archive's annual festival explores all facets of documentary filmmaking, film and video preservation and history, and the use of archival images in productions. Byron Carlyle Theatre, 500 71st St., Miami Beach, FL 33140, Tel: 305-375-1505, www.fmia.org.   

AMERICA'S BIRTHDAY BASH (Jul. 4) - Celebrate America's independence with live music and a grand display of fireworks, in the heart of downtown Miami on Biscayne Bay. Free. Bayfront Park, 301 N. Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL 33132, Tel: 305-358-7550, www.bayfrontparkmiami.com.  

CITY OF MIAMI BEACH FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION (Jul. 4) - Festivities start at 7 p.m. Free concert & fireworks. Dance contest (Dancing Under the Stars) Starring the Carlos Oliva Orchestra. Free. On the South Beach at Ocean Drive and 10th Street, Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 305-673-7400, www.visitmiamibeach.us.   
CITY OF SOUTH MIAMI FOURTH OF JULY (Jul. 4) - Annual event featuring food vendors, live entertainment and fireworks display. The fun begins at 6 p.m. Palmer Park, 6120 SW 67th Ave., Miami, FL 33155, Tel: 305-663-6319, www.cityofsouthmiami.net.   
COCONUT GROVE 4TH OF JULY BED RACES (Jul. 4) - The Coconut Grove 4th of July Bed Races will take place at 3:30 pm at McFarlane Road in Coconut Grove. Festivities begin with music at 12 p.m.  Later in the evening there will be a live fireworks display in Peacock Park. This event is fun for the whole family. Peacock Park, McFarlane Road, Coconut Grove, FL 33133, Tel: 305-221-9395, www.coronaconcepts.com.   
OLD FASHIONED JULY FOURTH AT THE BARNACLE (Jul. 4) - The grounds and house of this state historic site are open for picnics, tours, historic presentations, music, games and crafts – including knot-tying demonstrations – all in celebration of Independence Day. 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. $1 admission. The Barnacle State Historic Site, 3485 Main Hwy., Miami, FL 33133, Tel: 305-448-9445, www.floridastateparks.org-thebarnacle.     

INTERNATIONAL MANGO FESTIVAL (Jul. 8-9) – The festival features mango-inspired culinary delights and a display of more than 150 locally grown cultivars with origins from around the world. The fun includes tastings, lectures, tree sales, children's activities, and a special Mango Brunch and Mango Auction. Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, 10901 Old Cutler Rd.Coral Gables, FL 33156, Tel: 305-667-1651, www.fairchildgarden.org.   

ZO'S SUMMER GROOVE (Jul. 13-16) - Zo's Summer Groove presented by Tyson & Pepsi. Call or visit the web site for schedule of events. American Airlines Arena, 601 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL 33132, Tel: 786-777-1000, www.ticketmaster.com
SUNGLASS HUT SWIM SHOWS MIAMI PRESENTED BY LYCRA® (Jul. 15-18) - 7th on Sixth presents the newest addition to the IMG Fashion events portfolio: the SUNGLASS HUT SWIM SHOWS MIAMI presented by LYCRA®. Presented annually, this event will provide a runway platform for swimwear and resort collections and will coincide with the swimwear industry’s largest trade show event. Raleigh Hotel, 1775 Collins Ave., Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 305-461-9264, www.sunglasshutswimshowsmiami.com
FILM LIFE & HBO'S 10TH ANNUAL AMERICAN BLACK FILM FESTIVAL (Jul. 18-23) - Enjoy six days of independent films, panels, workshops, Hollywood premieres, live entertainment and the ABFF award presentations. Filmmakers, actors, industry executives, journalists and the film-loving public form a creatively charged atmosphere where networking leads to serious business. Various venues throughout Miami Beach, Tel: 212-966-2411, www.abff.com.   
SHARE OUR STRENGTH TASTE OF THE NATION MIAMI (Jul. 19) - More than 40 celebrated Miami chefs, including Executive Chef George Fistrovich from The Ritz-Carlton, Key Biscayne and Allen Susser of Chef Allen’s, will “wine and dine” South Florida food lovers to raise money for the fight against childhood hunger during the 19th annual SOS Taste of the Nation Miami on Wednesday, July 19. The Ritz-Carlton, Key Biscayne is hosting the prestigious culinary benefit, which begins with a VIP reception at 6 p.m. and then a food and wine tasting at 7 p.m. Actress Sissy Biggers will host a Jenn-Air “For the Love of Cooking” contest at 7:15 p.m. A silent and live auction also will take place during the prestigious culinary event. The cost for general admission is $75 per person and $150 for VIPs. To purchase tickets or for more information, call 1-877-26-TASTE or visit www.miamitaste.com.

AUGUST 2006

MIAMI SPICE RESTAURANT MONTH (Aug. 1-31) - Celebrate the city's passion for food and life by enjoying special dinner and/or lunch menus at reduced rates. Enjoy lunch for $20.06, dinner for $30.06 (includes an appetizer, entrée and dessert). Tax and gratuity excluded. Presented by Campo Viejo Wines. Bon appetit! Various restaurants throughout Miami-Dade County, Tel: 305-539-3000, www.miamirestaurantmonth.com.
MARIAH CAREY IN CONCERT (Aug. 5) - Mariah Carey kicks off her 'Confessions of Mimi' tour at the AmericanAirlines Arena on Saturday, August 5th.  American Airlines Arena, 601 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL 33132, Tel: 305/358-5885, http://www.ticketmaster.com.  

MISS CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL 2006 (Aug. 5) - Carib Productions presents Miss Caribbean International 2006 Beauty Pageant. Gusman Center for the Performing Arts

174 E. Flagler St., Miami, FL 33131, 1-877-416-3156, http://www.misscaribbeaninternationalbeauty.com. 
SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL (Aug. 4-27) - The Cat in the Hat takes us on a magical musical journey through Whoville and the world of Dr. Suess. Main Street Playhouse, 6766 Main St.

Miami Lakes, FL 33014, Tel: 954/675-6421, http://www.mainstreetplayers.com.   

ANTHONY ROBBINS: UNLEASH THE POWER WITHIN (Aug. 18-21) - Anthony Robbins, world authority on the psychology of leadership and peak performance, shares tools and strategies he has used to help more than three million people in over 80 countries transform their lives. Call or visit the web site for tickets.  Deauville Hotel, 6701 Collins Ave., Miami Beach, FL 33141, Tel: 866/291-4690, http://www.tonyrobbins.com/power.   
X INTERNATIONAL BALLET FESTIVAL OF MIAMI (Aug. 25 – Sep. 10) - A nationally and internationally recognized ballet festival featuring performances by world-renowned dance companies. Various locations throughout Miami-Dade County. Tel: 305-549-7711, www.miamihispanicballet.com.
SEPTEMBER 2006
NABB MIAMI INTERNATIONAL BIKEFEST (Aug 31-Sept. 4) - The National Association of Black Bikers (NABB) , the Honorable Mayor Manuel Diaz, and the Miami City Commission are proud to announce the NABB Miami International Bikefest! The NABB Miami International Bikefest is a multi-venue, multi-cultural MEGA motorcycle festival designed to bring all motorcycle cultures together under one umbrella for a weekend of riding, exhibits, concerts, parties, casino cruises, and a host of other activities. Hotels and venues throughout Miami and Miami Beach will host events and participants.  Various locations throughout Miami-Dade County.1-866-622-2674, http://www.nabbweb.org/MIA%202006.htm.   
FESTIVAL MIAMI 2006 (Sep. 30 – Nov. 4) - Festival Miami, a six-week international music celebration, features world, regional, and local premieres; symphonic concerts; chamber music and jazz performances by guest and faculty artists. Gusman Concert Hall, University of Miami, 1314 Miller Dr., Coral Gables, FL 33124, Tel: 305-284-4940, Media contact: 305-284-1607, www.festivalmiami.com.
SHAKIRA IN CONCERT (Sept. 15-16) - Shakira returns to the AmericanAirlines Arena with her 'Oral Fixation' Tour. 7:30 p.m.  American Airlines Arena, 601 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL 33132, Tel: 305/358-5885, http://www.ticketmaster.com.   
MIAMI BEACH SEPTEMBER SPORTS SERIES (Sept. 22-24) - The Miami Beach September Sports series will showcases two of Florida’s premier grassroots sports programs, the Bud Light Beach Volleyball Series and the Publix Family Fitness Weekend/Coca Cola Classic Triathlon Series. This series offers events/ recreational opportunities for athletes of all ages, abilities, and disciplines. For more information visit www.exclusivesports.com.  
PRO AM BEACH VOLLEYBALL (Sept. 22-24) - The Pro-AM Beach Volleyball is the oldest and largest series in the southeastern United States, with nine tournaments and the National Championship held in Miami Beach with more than 200 teams. Visit the web site for more information. Lummus Park Beach, 10th Street and Ocean Drive, Miami Beach, FL 33139, 561/241-3801, http://www.digthebeach.com.   
PUBLIX FAMILY FITNESS WEEKEND (Sept. 22-23) - All levels of recreational athletes can participate in triathlons, duathlons, Kids Sprint, ocean mile swims, 5K runs and skate races at resort locations. Visit the web site for registration information. 
South Pointe Park, Miami Beach, FL 33139, Tel: 561/241-3801, http://www.familyfitnessweekend.com.   

Other Major Festivals and Events in 2006
Ford Championship Weekend

                        Nov. 17-19





                 

White Party Week

                                     Nov. 22 – 27

Art Basel Miami Beach
 
                        Dec 7 – 10

For more information on Miami, visit www.MiamiandBeaches.com.  The Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau is an independent not-for-profit sales and marketing organization whose mission is to attract visitors to Greater Miami and the Beaches for leisure, business and conventions.  For a vacation guide, visit our Web site or call toll-free at 888-76-MIAMI (US/Canada only) or call 305-447-7777.  To contact the Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau offices, call 305-539-3000.

###
This is a sample of events in Greater Miami.  For a complete list of events, please visit our Web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.FestivalSeason.com" ��www.FestivalSeason.com� for an interactive calendar.  This calendar was compiled in February 2006.  All information is subject to change. 








